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| TER Ing Tucker fea 
Lord Biſhop of LONDON,. 


. One of His MAJESTY's 
Moſt Honourable PR.IV.Y. COUNCEL: 


MY: LORD,. 

OUR Lord/hiphiroing fogenified your pleaſure 
ibat the com eh - m_ 
did as the honour to be preſent at the Open- 
ing of our Pariſh Church ,.. ſhould be made 
publick;; notwithſfanding my averſeneſs 10 

print any thing tn Exghſh , yet out of a juft ſenſe both of 

that Obedience which I owe to Tou as my Biſhop,and of th.it- 

Kindneſs which I have received from Ton as my Patron, 

IT have now done it,aud herewith make bold to preſent it to 

Ton. What _ 'a Diſcourſe" of this Nature will have 

£pon the Minds of thoſe who ſhall have ſo much patience as 

fo read it , I tknow not. But muſt leave that to him who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hind,* My Subjet# I am 
fare is good and neceſſary'c And as for my _ and pra- 
dical wayof handling it , it is that which my Text re- 
guireth, in that it commandeth that in our Chriſtian Con« 
gregations., All things be done to edifying. Jo 1hat un- 

Heſs I had endeavoured to ſuit it to the Capacities of all 

there preſent, and to make it as edifying as I could unto: 

them, my Sermon had been a Contradittion io my Text : 

And beſides that, Thad loft my D:/ign in Preaching it - 

Which was, to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe Souls, yn- 

&y your Lord/hip , are committed to my care audcondutt, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the Common Prayer, 
and ſo to perſwade them to the conftant and conſtiencouis 
uſe of it; not only becauſe it is conformable to the Doftrine, 
Di (cipline., and Prattice of, the Univer ſal Church, nor 
only becauſe it is efiabliſhed by the Laws both of our 
Church and State (though they alſa be very great Reaſons) 
but likewiſe becauſe of that extraordinary benefit and ad- 
vart ge which they would receive jrom :t , for the edify- 
ing cf their Souls in whatſoever ts neceſſary to their E- 
teri:al Salvation. yy 

I am very ſenſible, that much more might hate been 
fiid upon this Excellent Subjeff. But intending no more 
Than a plain Sermon npon the occaſion , T was forced to 0- 


mit many things, and 10 confine my ſelf to ſuch only,which 


were moſt obvious ; and ſeemed*the moſt neceſſary for peo- 
ple to know and prattice , inorder ts their being reconci- 


l:d unto, and edified by our Publick Prayers. And if up-. 


071 your peruſal of that little which Thawve ſaid , you fhall 
find any thing not agreeable to the Doftrine of our Church, 
1 humbly ſubmit it to Tour Lordlhips Fudgment and Cen- 
ſure ; only deſiring that Tou would be as-reaty to pardon, 
as I am to retratt tt, | | i, 
My Lord, LT, 
' Thave onerequeſt more to make #tnto Tou, which is that 
as Tou was the occafion of my printing thu Sermon, ſo Tou 
would be. pleaſed to accept of it, now it is printed « And if, 
by the Bleſſing of Almighty God , it may contribute any 


thing to thoſe great Ends, which Tou continually proſecute. 


with ſo grrat Wiſdom and Prudence, with ſuch exempla- 


Care and Diligence im the Management of that high Of- 


fice-which he hath called you-to , even tothe Glory of his 
great Name, the Good of his Church, and the Salvation of 
the Souls of Men ; it « all that # deſired by © CEO 


My Lord, ” Your Lordſhip*s moſt humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE, 


CR 
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SERMON 


Concerning the | 
Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


Common Prayer. 


. 3 COR. XIV. 26. 
Let all things be done to eayfying. 


DO IRNe"F} 7, HEN 7udas Maccabens had 
©\N\ (29 SES new built the Altar, and re- 
& paired the Temple at Hieruſa- 
zem , after it had been pollu- 
ted and Jaid waſte for Three 
years together , the Church of 
God at that time and'place re- 
zoyced ſo muchat it, that they 
kept the Dedication of it Eight 
days , and ordered that the 
| ſame ſhould be obſerved every 

ear ; 1 Maccab. 4.59. Ando we find it was in our Sa- 
Tours time : for is himſelf OM pleaſed to — Be, 
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Feſtival, though only of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with: 
his own preſence ; Fob. 10. 22. In the like manner-, we 
of this Pariſh have cauſe to be tranſported with joy and. 
gladneſs, and to ſpend this day in praiſing and adoring 
the moſt high God, for that our Charch,. whiah hath lain- 
waſte for above five times Three-years, - is now at laſt re-. 
built and firted again for his Worſhip and Service. For- 
what the Altar and Temple were unto the Jews then, the- 
ſame will our Church be unto us now. , Did-they there- 
offer uptheir Sacritices unto God as Types of the Death of. 
Chriſt ? We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid Death of 
Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacriftces, Did they come from- 
all parts of Judea to worſhip God there ? So ſhall we, I. 
hope, come from all-parts of this Pariſhto Worſhip God 
here. Was the Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them ? So. 
is this Church to us. Was that the Blace where God ac- 
cording to his Promiſe came untohis People to bleſs them 2: 
I:do not doubt but he will do the ſame to us inthis place, 
if we come unto it, and carry our ſelves in-it as we 
ought to do. In ſhort, was the Temple the Place where all- 
things were performed that could any way conduce to the 
Edifying of Gads People, as things then ſtood ? The ſame- 
may be ſaid of our Church,as things now ſtand. For what- 
ſoever is or can be neceſſary to the Edifying of our Souls. 
here, and-ſo to their Eternal Salvation bereafrer,: is clear-. 
ly and fully comprehended in thoſe feveral Offices, 
which according to the Laws of the Land, are-now to- 
be performed in this Place. Neither is there any thing 
contained in any of them, but what doth really. coaduce- 
to thoſe great Ends and Purpoſes. | ; Ns 
But this being 2 thing which is denied by ſome, and- 
underſtood but by few amongſt-us , I ſhall endeavour to- 
explain and demonſtrate unto-all. Which I chuſe to do: 
at this time, becauſe *tis the moſt proper SubjetI could 
think of for this ocafion. For unlefs what is to be now: 
done un-this place , will anſwer the ends wherefore it is 
| erected, 
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erected , all the Coſts and Charges that have been laid 
out upon it , will be to no purpoſe at all. But if it can 
be fully made out , That the Service which is here to be 
performed , doth highly conduce to the Advancement of 
Gods Glory and your Happineſs , the great Ends where- 
fore ſuch -Places are ereted, then you cannot but ac- 
knowledge that whatſoever any of you have contributed 
'towards 1t , -is the belt Money that you ever ſpent ; and 
that this day wherein the faid Service is begun to be per- 
formed in it, is one of the*moſt joyful days that this Pariſh 
ever ſaw. 

This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour to prove 
at this time-: And for that end I have choſen theſe 
words for the ground and foundation of all that I fhall 
ſay upon this Subje, Let all things be done to Edifying. 
For the right underſtanding whereof, we muſt know, that 
'the Apoſtle having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large 
concerning the way and manner of holding Chriſtian Af- 
ſemblies, and having proved that whatſoever is there ſaid 
ought to-be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, that all there pre- 
ſent may-underſtand , and fo be edified -by it; he at laſt 
ſams up the-whole -in this Propoſition , How #5 it then 
Brethren? when ye come together, every one om hath 
a Pſalm, hath a- DotfFrine , hath a Tongue , hath a Re- 
welation, bath an Interpretatton. Let all things be done 
to Edifying - As if he ſhould have faid, Whatſoever gifts 
any of yon have or pretend to, yet when you meet to- 
gr_ upon-a Religious Account , -for the Publick Wor= 

ip of God, take ſpecial care that all things be there 
done, to the Edifying of all who are there preſent. From 
whence it is plain that the Apoſtle lays down this as a 
general Rule, neceſſary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian 
Congregations. 'So that whenſoever we meet together 
to Worſhip and Serve God, if any thing be there done 
which is not for our Edification, we come ſhort of this 
Rule ; and fo we do too, - any thing be there _— 
; -D 2 that 
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that' may conduce 'to that end. _ For according to this 
Rule, as nothing is. to be there done but what is for our- 
Edityung , ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things that are or 
can be tor our Editying ought to be there done, : 
But for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and pur- 
port of this Rule, it is-neceſlary to conſider what the Apo-. 
{tle here means by edjfy:»g? For which we mutt know,. 
Thar all Chriſtians being , as the ſame Apoſtle faith, of 
the Houſhold of God, built upon the foundation of the A- 
poſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf bezng the 
chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 2. 19, 20. Hence whatlioever 
tends to the ſtrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, or rai- 
ſing this Fabrick higher , whatſoever it is whereby men 
are made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians, more holy and 
perfect men then they are before, by that they are ſaid 
to be edified. And therefore it is a great miſtake for men 
to think, as many do, that they are ed;fed by what they 
hear, meerly becauſe they know pephaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Knowl/eape, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith , puſfeth up ; it is Charity that egrfeth ; 
2 Cor. 8. 1. And therefore whatſoever knowledge we at- 
tain to , we cannot be ſaid to be ed:fied by it,any further 
than as it influenceth our minds, excites our love, and 
inclines our hearts to God and goodneſs. And that this 
is the true notion of edzfying , is plain from the Apoſtles 
own words, where he ſaith, Zez7 wo corrupt communica- 
t10n come out of your months, but that which i for the uſe 
of edijying , that it may miniſter grace unto the heavers ; 
Eph. 4.29. For from hence it is manifeſt, that that one- 
ly is properly ſaid to ed;fie, that miniſters grace unto us, 
whereby we are made more pure and holy than we were 
before. And therefore we read of Edifying our felves in 
love , Eph. 4. 16. and bui/ding up our ſelves in our moſt 
holy faith, Jude 20. which are the true graces that make 
up a real and true Chriſtian. And nothing can be ſaid to 
 edfie, but what tends tothe exciting and voting of 
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them: Until we come (as the Apoſtle faith) in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowled g of the: Jon of God, unto 
a perfetf min , unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt ; Eph. 4. 12, 1 FH Hence therefore, when 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Let all things be done to edifying, his 
meaning in brief is this, that in all our Chriſtian Ailem- 
blies , when we meet together to worſhip and ſerve God, 
All things there are to be ſo: done, that we may. return 


ome wiſer and better than we came thither , with our 
"k 


nowledg of God and Chriſt increaſed, our defires inlarg- 
ed, our love inflamed, our fairh confirmed , all our gra- 
ces quickened, and fo our whole fouls made more hum- 
ble, more holy, more like to God, than they were before. 


The words being thus briefly explained, I ſhall now ap- 
ply them to our preſent purpoſe, and ſthew that that Form 
of Religious Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, and therefore to te 
uſed now in this place, agrees exactly with this Rule or 
Canon of the holy Apoſtle, even-that al/ things in it are 
done to edifying. | 

But before we prove that that Form in particular which 
our Church hath preſcribed, is agreeable to this Apolto» 
lical Rule, it is neceſſary to prove firſt , .That the preſcri- 
bing a Form-in'general is ſo. For unleſs the preſcribing a 
Form in general be according to this Rule, no Form in 
particular that is preſcribed can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits, yea requires the preſcribing 
of fome Form, is evident from the Rule it ſelf. For the 
Apoſtle herecommands the Church of Corinth, and fo all 
Provincial Churches, to take care that in their Religious 
Allemblies a2} things be done to edifying, But how is it 

poſiible for any Provincial Church to ſee that this be done, 
except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of 
it? If every Miniſter ofa Patiſh'ſhould be left to his own 
liberty, to do what he pleaſed in hisown Congregation, 
although ſome perhaps might be ſo wiſe and prudent as to 
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- obſerve this Rule, as well as they could, yet conſidering 
the Corruption of Humane Nature, we have much cauſe 
to fear that others would not. At leaſt the Church could 
be-no way ſecured that all would. ; and therefore muſt 
needs be obliged to conſider of and appoint ſome ſuch Form 

-to be uſed in all her Congregations, by which ſhe may be 
fully alſured that this Apoſtolical Rule is every where ob. 
ſerved , as it ought to be. And although we ſhould ſup- 
poſe what can never be expected , thar all the Clergy in 
every Province ſhould be as wiſe and good as they ought 

' to be, yet it cannot be ſuppoled that every one of them 
ſhould underſtand what is tor the Edification of the peo- 
ple as well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs 
be acknowledged that the ſureſt way to have this Rule ob» 
ſerved, is, for the Governours. of every Church, and the 
whole Clergy, to meet together by theu Repreſentatives, 

1n a Synod. or Convocation , and there upon mature Des» 
liberation agree.upon ſome ſuch Form, which they in their 
Prudence and Confciences judge to- be-according-to this 
Rule, which the Apoſtle here lays down before them. 

And beſides that the preſcribing a Form in general, - is 
more for our Edifying , than to leave every one to do 
what ſeems good 1n his own Eyes, We havethe concur- 
rent Teſtimony , Experience , and: Practice of the Uni> 
verſal Church. - For we never read: or heard: of any 

Church in the World from the Apoſtles days to ours, 
but what took this courſe. Though all have not uſed the 
ſame, yet no Church but hath uſed ſome Form or other, 
And therefore for any man-to fay , That it is not lawful, 
or not expedient, or not ſo edifying, to-uſe a Form of Pray 
er in the Publick Worſhip of God, is to contradie the 
general ſenſe of Chriſtianity ,. to condemn tlie -Holy 
Catholick Church ,: and to make himſelf wiſer thani.aH 
Chriſtians that. eyer- were before him. Which, whatſfoe- 
ver it may. be thought now, was always heretofore recko» 
ned one of the greateſt ſins and follies that a.Man could 
be guilty of, - ; _ Nay 


- Nay more than. all this-too- For this is not only to 
make a Mans ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but wiſer than 
Chriſt himfelf; For it 1s Impoſlible to preſcribe any Form 
of Prayer in-more plain and expreſs Ferms than. he hath 
done it, where he faith, When ye Pray, ſay, Our Father 
which art in heaven, &c. Lake 11.2. And I hope none 
here preſent bat will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom - 
alone. we can be edified, knows better what is, or what- 
is not for our ediftcation, than weor all the Men in:the 
World can do. And therefore ſeeing-he hath not only pre- 
fcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſciples to uſe, but hath 
expreſly commanded them to uſe it ; we who profeſs our 
ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in 
our minds, that. uſing of a/Form of.Prayer-, is not on- 
ly lawful, but much more for our.edifying, than it is poſ- 
fable for any other way of praying to be. 

The fame may. be proved-alſofrom;the nature of the 
thing it ſelf, by ſuch, Arguments, which do not only de- 
monitrate that it is:{0;_ but likewiſe-ſhew how it comes 
to be fo, For, Firſt, Inorder to our being edified, fo as 
to be made betterand holier, whenſoever we meet toge= 
ther upon. & Religious account, it eharrnacns that the 
ſame good-ant holy things be always inculcated and preſ- 
ſed upon-us after one and the-ſlame manner. For we can- 
net: but all find by-our own-experience how difficult it is 
to: faſten any thing that is.truly good either upon our 
ſelves or others, and; that it is rarely , tf-ever effected, 
wathout frequent ' repetitions. of it; . Whatſaever good 
things we hear only ence, ar now and then, though per. 
baps upon the hearing of them, they may ſwim for a 
while in our Brains, yet they ſeldom fink down into our 
hearts , ſo as to move and ſway the affections, as it is ne- 
ceſfary they ſhould do, in order to our being edified by 
them. - Whereas by a Set Form of Publick Devotions 
rightly compoſed, as we are continually put in mind of 


all' things necellary for us to know or do, ſo that is al- 
ways 
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ways done by the ſame words and exptefioris, which b 
tizeir conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves 
firmly in our minds, 'that-it will be no eaſic matter to ob- 
literate or race them out, . but do what we'can; they will 
ſtill occur upon all occaſions ; which cangot-but be very 
mach for our Chriſtian Edification. | 

'Moreover, That which conduceth to the quickening 
our ſouls, : and tothe raifing up of our affe@ions in-our 
Publick Devotions , muſt needs be acknowledged to con- 
duce much to our Edification. But it is plain , that as to 
ſuch purpoſes a Set Form ef Prayer is an extraordinary heip 
to us ; forif I hear another pray , and know not before- 
hand what he will ſay , I muſt firſt liſten to-what he will 
ſay next,, then lam to conſider whether what- he ſaith be 
agreeable to Sound Dodtrine, . and whether it be proper 
and lawful for me to-joyn with him in the Petitions he 
puts up to 'Almighty God ; and if I think-it is ſo, then I 
am to do it. 'But before'I can-well dothat, he is-got to 
another-thing : By-which-means it is very difficult, if not 
morally impoſſible, to-joyn withthim .in every thing fo re- 
gularly as I ought to do. But by a Set Form of prayer all 
this trouble is prevented ; for having the Form continu- 
ally in my mind, -bemg*throrowly acquainted with it , 
fully aproving of every thing'in-it, Ihaveinothing elſe to 
do while -the -words are ſounding m'mine ears, but to 
move my heart and affeQions ſaitably to them, to raiſe 
up my defires of thoſe good rhings which are prayed for ; 
to fix my mind wholly upon God-,* whilit I-am praiſing 
of him, :and'ſo'to employ, quicken; and lift-ap-my whiole 
foul in performing my Devetions to him. No 'iman that 
hath beenacuſtomed to a-Set Form ſor any conſiderable 
time, but may eaſily find this to-be true by his own ex- 
perience : And by conſequence, that thisway of Praying 
15 a greater help to us, than-they can imagine that never 
made tryal of it. | = Y 
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To this may be alſo added, That if we hear another 
'Praying a Prayer of bis own private Compoſition or vo- 
luntary Effuſion, our Minds are wholly bound up and 
confined to his words and expreſſions, and to his Requeſts. 
and Petitions, be they what they will: So that at the. 
beſt we can but Pray his Prayer. Whereas when we Pray 
by a Form Preſcribed by the Church, we Pray the Pray- 
ers of the whole Church we live in, which are common 
tothe Miniſter and People, to our Selves, and to all the 
Members of the ſame Church : So that we have all the. 
Devout and Pious Souls that are in it, concurring and 
joyning with us in them : Which cannot ſurely but be 
more effeQual for the Edifying not only of our ſelves in 
particular, but of the Church in general, then any pris 
'vate Prayer can be. K 
Laſtly,in order to our being Edified by our Publick Dee 
*votions , as it is neceſſary that we know-before-hand what 
'we are'to pray for , fo it is neceſſary that we afterwards 
know what we. hive prayed'for,, when we have done. 
For ſuppoſe you will all.grant, 'thatall thegood and bee 
nefit we can receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately 
reſolved. into Cods gracious hearing and anſwering of 
them: Withoutwhich they will al] come to nothing. But 
there are two things requiredto the obtaining an, Anſwer | 
of our Prayers: Firſt, That we fincerely and earneſtly 
 delire ſuch good things at the hands of God, to which, 
as I have ſhewn, a Ser-form of Prayer conduceth very 
much: And then Secondly, It 1s required alſo that we 
truſt and depend upon God for his granting of them, ac- 
cording to the Promiſes which he hath made upto us in 
"Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And I verily believe that one 
great Reaſon why Men. pray ſo often to no purpoſe, is, 
becauſe they do not take this courſe: But when they 
have done their Prayers, they, have done with: them, and 
concern themſelves no more about them, then as if they 
: had- never prayed at all. _ how can we expect _ 
\ Go! 
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Cod ſhould Anſwer our Prayers, when we our ſelves da 
not mind whether he Anſwer them or no? Nor believe 
and truſt upon him forit ? For certaialy truſting on God, 
as it is one of the higheſt Ads of Religion that we can 
_ perform, ſo.itis that which. gives Life aad Vigour, Ver- 
tue and Efficacy to- our Prayers, without which we have 
no groundat all toexpett they ſhould be Anſwered. For 
God having Promiſed to Anſwer our Prayers, except we 
traſt on. him for.his Performance of ſuch Promiſes, we loſe. 
the benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers too, 
And therefore as ever we deſire that he ſhould grant us what- 
we pray for, when we have dire@Fed our Prayers to. him, we. 
mu't ſtill /ook up, Pal. 5, 3. expetting and hoping for the. 
return: of, them.. - _ : Z . 

Now as this is a thing of 'greater Conſequence, fo a Set 
Form.of Prayer.isa greater helptous ia. it, then itis com+ 
monly thought. to, be, For. if we hear another utter a. 
Prayer ex. tempore, which. he never ſ{4id,. nor we heard- 
before , aor ever.ſhall do it. again, it is much if he himſelf 
can remember-the tenth part of what he. ſaidz. How much. 
leſs can we that heard himdoit?: And if. we cannot poſl-. 
fibly remember what we prayed for, how. is it poſſible for: 
us toexpettit atthe- Hands of, God? Or to depend upon. 
him for it?: But now. it is quite otherwiſe when we ule a. 
Set Formof Prayer. For by this means when we have- 
prayed, we can recolleC our ſelves, look over our Prayers. 
again, either. ia a. Book, or. in our Minds,. where. 
they, are. Imprinted 5: we can conſider diſtintly_ what . 
wehaveasked at the Hands of God, . and ſo a& our faith 
aad* confidence on. him; for the. granting every Petition- 
we- have pat upugto him, according to the Promiſes which : 
he hath made us to that purpoſe; And as this is the ſureſt - 
way whereby.to obtain what, we pray for, it muſt needs. 
= ag Edifying Way of Praying that we can poſ-- 
az, a : 
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Theſe things being duely weighed, I ſhall now take it fos 
-pranted, That the ufing a Form in general in the Publick 
Worthig of God is Agreeable 'to this Apoſltolical Rule, 
Let all things be done to edifying, And lo lhall proceed 
to ſhew that that Form in particular which our Church 
hath appointed to be aſed upon fuch occalions, is fo 
too. For which end it is not neceſſary that I ſhould 
run through every particular word, phraſe, or expreſſion 
in the Commor Prazer, much leſs that 1 ſhould vindicate 
and defend it from every little exception, that Ignorance 
or Matice may make againft ſomething in it, For nothing 
ever yet was or can be ſaid or written , but ſomething ot 
other may be ſaid or written agaiaſt it, either well or ill, 
But my buſineſs muſt be to prove, That the Form of Di- 
vine Sery.ce, contained in the Book of Common Prayer, 
which is now uſed in'the Church of Erglayd, conduceth 
ſo much to the Edifying thoſe that ufe it, that it agrees ex- 
atly with the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in that 
caſe, And this I fhall demanſtrate from Four Heads. 
1. From the Language. 2. From the Matter or Subſtance of 
zt. 3. From the Method And A. From the Manner of Per< 
forming it, For if it be Edifying 1n all theſe reſpeCts, it muſt 
needs be acknowledged tobe fo in the whole. There be- 
=- nothing in it, but what may be reduced to ſome of theſe 
:Heads. 


Firſt, therefore. as to the Langrage, you all know 
"that the whole Service is performed in Engliſh, the Vul- 
.gar and Common Language of the Nation, which every 
oneunderſtands, and ſo may be Zdified by it. And this 
indeed is the Ground and Foundation of all che benefit that 
we can poflibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And - 
therefore in the Church of Rome, the Common People 
are made uncapable of being edified by the Prayers of 
the Church, in that they are all made in Latine, a Lan- 
Zuage Which they do not underſtand. So that when they 
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. meet to worſhip God, there are ſeldom any in the Congre- 
gation that knows whats ſaid-there, except the Prieſt that- 
'readsit; and oftentimes not he neither. By which means 
they haveno ſuch thing really amongit them as Common 
' Prayer, Neither is it poſſible for rhe Common People 
to be ever edified by what is there ſaid or done, except 
they could be once convince4 by it of the horrible abuſe 
which their Church puts upon. them, in commanding all 
her Publick Devotions to. be performed in an unkaown 
Tongue, directly contrary not only to the Rule in my- 
Text, but tothe. Deſign of this whole Chapter.. 
Bur bleſſed be God:-forit, it is not {o with us, For. ours. 

1s truly Common Prayer, for. it- is written and read in that 
Language which is commorn_to all the Congregations in 
the Kingdom, and to every.perſon in each Congregation. . 
So that all the People. of the Land, whatſoever rank or 
condition they. are of, may joyn. together in the uſe of 
Every thing that is init,. and (o. be joyatly. Edified by it- 
Eſpecially conſidering that it is not only all in Engliſh, bur - 
in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe in ourcom-. 
mon diſcourſe with one another, There -are no unuſual - 
or obſalete words, no hard or rncouth Phraſes in it, bur 
every thing is; expreſſed as. clearly and. plainly” as words. 
can do it :.ſothat the meaneſt-perſon in He Conmevition, 
that underſtands but his Mothers Tongue, may be Ecified 
by it,as well as the greateſt Scholar, 
But that which-is chiefly to be conſidered 1n- the! Lan-.. . 
guage of the Common Prayer, is, ' that it isnot only come 
2101 but proper too. Though the words there uſed be. 
all but common. words, yet they are ſo uſed that they. 
properly expreſs the things. that are deſigned by them. 
This I confeſs may-ſeem to be no great matter at Belk fight, 
yet it is that without: which we might be ſubyerted by 
that which was intended for our Edification. For Impro- . 
priety of Speech in matters of Religion, hath given oc- 
calioa toall or moſt of the. Sghiſms, Errors and —_— 
WE OTE _ _ that 
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that ever infeſted this or any other Churchz as mighe- 
eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence the Apoltle gave Timothy 
A. Form of ſound words, and charged him to hold it 
ſaſt. Hold faſt, faith he, the Form of ſound words which 
thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13, As knowing that 
except the - words whereby he uſually expreſted Divine 
Truths , were ſound and proper. it would be impoſlible- 
for his Notians and Opintons of the things themſelves to- 
be ſo, And certainly if ever there was A Form of Sound: 
Words, compoſed by men fince the Apoſtles times , our 
Common Prayer may juſtly deferve that Title.. It being 
all made up of ſuch fit and proper, ſuch ſound*'and- whole-- 
ſome words, that if we do but hold faſt to them, there is 
no fear of our falling either into Hereſfie or Schiſme. For 
they, being duly conſidered, will (uggeſt to our minds 
rizht and true Apprehenfions of all the Artictes of our- 
Chriſtian Religion 3. and ſonot only make us found, bue 
build usup ſtrong and firm in our moſt holy Faith. So that 
conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuity., the ſoundneſs - 
and propriety of Speech which is uſed in ir , the leaſt 
that can be ſaid of the Common Prayer, ,. is that all things: 
in it are ſo worded, as is molt for the edifyizg of all thoſe : 
that uſe it. . : 


_ And as the words in the Common Prayer are all as edi-- 
fying as words can be, ſo, in the Secoad place , Is the 
Matter expreſſed by thoſe wards. For thereis nothing in 
it, but whatis neceſſary for our Edificacion,, and all things 
that are or can be for our Edification are plaialy in it, 
Firſt, I ſay there is nothing in our Liturgy. but what is 
neceſſary for our Edification. Fhere are no ſuch Fables 
in it, or erdleſs Genealogies, which, as'the Apoltle: 
ſaith , . Miniſter queſtions, rather than Godly Edijying, 
. which is in faith, 1 Tim. 1,4. There are none of thoſe 
vain Diſputations and impertinent Coatroverlies, waictt : 


have of late beea raiſed ia the Church, to its great di- 
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fturbance, rather then its edification, There are no New 
Opinions, nor Airy Speculations in it, which ferve only 
to tickle mens ears and pleaſe their fancies , and ſo divert 
their thoughts from what they are about, Look it all 
over without prejudice and partiality, conſider ſeriouſly 
every thing that is in it, and you will fiad nothing aſ- 
ſerted but what is conſonant to Gods Word, nothing pray- 
ed for but according co his promiſe , nothing required as 
a duty, but what 1s agreeable to his Commands ; nothing 
{aid ordone, but what is grave.and ſober, ſolemn and ſub- 
ſtantialz nothing but what becomes the Worſhip of our 
Great and Almighty Creator. And therefore nothing but 
What we.may be ſome way or other edified by, 

And as there is nothing in it, but what is edifying, ſa 
all things that are or can be edifying are in it. For nothing 
can be neceſſary to edifie and make us ſolid and perfect 
Chriſtians, but what is neceſſary either to be believed or 
done, or elſe obtained by us. But there is nothing ne- 
ceſſary to be kxown or believed, but we are taught itz no- 
thing neceſſ3ry tobe dove, but we are enjoyned itz noa- 
thing neceſſary to be obtained, but we pray forit, 1n-our Pubs 
lick Formof DivineService, ; 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be 
krown or believed, it 15 acknowledged by all Proteſtants, 
that they are fully containedin the Holy Scriptures, which 
make agreat, if not the greateſt part of our Divine Ser- 
vice; and are conſtantly read over, the Pſalms once eve- 
ry Month, the Old Teſtament once, and the New thrice 
every Year, And all the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, revealed in the Holy Scriptures, being briefly 
ſummed up in the Apoſiles Creed, that we may be 
ſure to keep them always in our minds, we have that 
Creed read and repeated, always once and moſt com-. 
monly twice every day in the year. And ſeeing the God- 
head of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation of our whole. 
Religion, hath been, and till is denied by ſome , leaſt 
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we ſhould be led away with the Error of the Wicked, cv:ry 

Sunday and Holyday weread the Nicene Creed, wherein the 
God-head both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is aflerted and 
explained, And'that we may not entertain any Erroneous 
Opinions concerning the moſt' Holy Trinity, or the In- 
carnation of the Son of Gad, but keep the true Catholick 
Faith whole and” undefiled, .upon certain days every year 
we read that which is commonly called the Creed of St: Atha- 
»aſiis, wherein thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded im 
the moſt. proper and perſpicuous terms. that they are: 
capable of, 

And as all things neceſſary to be believed are ſummari-- 
ly contained in the Three Creeds , ſo they are frequent= 
ly explained inthe other-parts of our Liturgy :: In ſo muctr. 
that it. would be eaſſe to frarne a compleat Body of Divini- 
ty out ofthe words there uſed : At leaſt of all ſuch things as 
are needful for any man in the world, to believe or: know; 
in order to his Eternal Salvation.. 

The fame may. be ſaid alfo of all thoſe things, whictr: 
we oughtto do. Foras we here do whatſoever is nece(-: 
fary to be done in order to our Worſhipping of God in this. 
place; ſo we are here taught whatſoever is neceſſary to be 
learnt in order to-our ſerving God in all other: places, Sa- 
that no man that frequents- our: publick Congregations,' 
where the Common. Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Igno- 
rance of any one duty whatſoeyer:: For if it be not his-. 
own fault', he. may there be inſtruQed in every thing: 
which he that: made him: requires of him, For here, as 
Fobſerved before, we conſtaatly reade the Holy Scripture,” 
which, as the Apoſtle ſaith', 1s Profitable for DoG@rine, 
for Reproof, for CorreFion, for InſtruFion in Righte-. 
ouſneſs, that the Min of God may be perfe@, throughly 
#nſtrued unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3: 16, 17. And: 
ſeeing it hathpleaſed the moſt High God to compriſe his; 
whole Will, and by conſequence our duty, in the Tex Coms 


maudments; hence we read them conſtantly every _ 
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day.and Holy day throughout the wholeyear. By which 
means every one that doth not wiltully ſhut his Eyes, 
may clearly ſee and fully underſtand his whole duty both 
to God and Man. Eſpecially conſidering that in the Pray- 
ers themſelves alio there is frequent mention made of 
all thoſe Vices,which ought to be avoided,and of all thoſe 
Good Works which ought to be performed by us, So that 
we can never come to Church, but we are ſtill put in 
mind, both of ,what we ought, and-what we ought net to 
.do, that we may be laved, 
And then as there -is n5thing neceſſary to be 4rows or 
. done, but weare taughtit; ſo neither is there any thing 
.neceſlary to be obtained to make us either holy or happy, 
: but we pray for it in the Common Prazer. *For here we 
have the Lords Prager, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it 
:felf; ani therefore it muſt needs be the mo!t perfe@ and 
divine Prayer that was ever made, Neither-do we uſe it 
. only once, but in every diſtin& Service of rhe Church, in 
. our Prayers before we reade the Holy Scriptures: And in 
, our Prayers after: Towards the end ofthe Litany, and in 
the beginning of the Communion Service, and in every 
: Office of the: Church beſides. And the reaſon. is, becauſe 
although ourSaviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any e- 
:ther Prayers, -yet-he hath. expreſly commanded us to (ay. 
-this, whenſoever we pray. And therefore in obedience. 
to his Command , eur Church hath wiſely ordered, That 
.in all and every Solema Addreſsthat we make to the moſt 
high God, we always ſay this Prayer , leaſt qQtherwiſe 
by our tranſgreſſion of his: Command, in omiting this, we 
make all our other Prayers to be ineffectual. And beſides, 
Þy the conſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, we 
are always ſure to uſe one Prayer , both abſolutely per- 
F#eT inits (elf , and moſt acceptable unto him, to whoux 
we pray , itbeinga Prayer of his own Compoſure: , So, 
thatwe ſpeak unto God in. his own words, and ſo may 
:be confident that we ask nothing of him, but exaQly ac- 
.cording to his own will, T es And 
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And though all things neceſſary for us, be vertually 


nora in the Lards Prayer , yet our Church. in Cons. 


rmity.to the Gatholick. and Apoſtolical , hath thoughc 
good, to add ſome ather Prayers in which,-the ſame things 
are more particularly expreſſed and deſired at the Hands 
of ourgreat and moſt, Bountiful BenefaQtor. All which 
are ſo contrived, that there is nothing evil or hurtful for 
us, but we pray againſt it 3 nothing good or uſeful, but 
we pray forit. There is no Vice or Luſt, but we deſire 
it may be ſubdued under us3 no Grace or Vercue, but 
we pray. it may be planted and grow in us, In ſo muck 
that if. we. do. but conſtantly and fincerely pray over all 
thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly believe and truſt in God for 
his Anſwering of them, and ſo obtain what we there pray 
for, we canaot but be as real and true Saints, as happy 
and bleffed Creatures, as it is poſſible for usto be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for our ſe'yes only, but 
according to the Apoſtles Advice, we make Supplicati« 
ons, : Prayers; Tntereeſſtons, and gining, of Thanks for all 
Men 3, yea, far our very Enemies, as our Saviour _ 
.commanded-ns, Hat. 5. 44 And. what can be deſire 
more than all this, to make the Matter of the Common 
Prager, Edifying either to our ſelves or others? Nothing 
cenginly but ruth. and fiacerity of Heart in the uſing 
-of it, | 
1 cannot paſs from this Head, before I haye obſerved 

-©ne thing more unto you, conceraing the Prayers in ge= 
neral, aad that is, That they are not carried on in one con= 
tinued Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhart Prayers 


cr. Colleds, ſuch-as that js which our Lord himſelf Com- 


Poaſed; and that might be one Reaſon, ' wherefore our 
Churchſo ordered it, that ſo ſhe might follow our Lords 
Example .in it, who beſt knew what kind of Prayers were 
fitteſt for us to uſe. And indeed: we cannot 'but all fiad 
'by:our own. experience, how. difficult it 'is to keep our 
Miags long intent upon any thing, much more upp 
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ſo great things as the obje& and ſubjeAsof our Prayers are; 
but do what wecan we are {till liable to diſtrations: So 
that there is a kind of neceſlity to break off ſometimes, to 
give our (elves a breathing time, that our thoughts being 
tooſned for a while, they may with more eaſe, and leſs dan+ 
ger of diſtraction, be tyed up again, as it is neceſlary they 
ſhould be all thewhile that we are acually Praying to the 
 Supream Being of the World, | 

Beſides that, in order to the Performing our Devotions 
arightto the moſt High God ;, it is neceſſary that our Souls 
be poſlefled allalong with due apprehenſions of his great- 
neſs and glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort Prayers con- 
tribute very much: for every one of them' beginning with 
*ome of the Properties or Perfeftions of God, and ſo ſug- 
geſting to our Minds right apprebenſions of him at firſt, it 
is ealte to preſerve themin our Minds during the ſpace of 
a ſhort Prayer, which inalong one would be apt to ſcatter 
and vaniſh away. | | | 

But that which I look upon as one of the principal Rea- 
ſons, why our publick Devotions are and ſhould bedi- 
vided into ſhort Colleds, is this, Our Bleſſed Saviour, we 
know, hath often. told us, That whatſoever we ask in his. 
Name, we ſhall receive: And ſo.hathdirefted us in all our 
Prayers to make uſe of hisName, and to ask nothing but 
upon the account of kis.Meritand. Mediatian for us : upon. 
which all our hopes and expectations from God do wholly 
and ſolely depend. Hence therefore (as it always was, ſo} 
3t cannor. but be juJged' neceſfary, that the Name of 
Chriſt be frequent]y inſerted in our Prayers, that fo we may 
lIiftup.,our hearts unto. him, and ACt our Faith upon him for 
our obtaining the good things we pray for, And ſo we 
ſee it is in. the Common Prayer, for whatſoever it is we Ask; 
of God., we preſently add, Through. Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, or (ſomething to. that purpoſe. And fo Ak no- 
dhing but accerding to our Lords DireCtion, even in his 
Name, Aadthis isthe reaſog that -makes our: Fee ſo. 
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ſhort; for take away the Concluſion of every Colle& or 
Prayer, Inthe Name of Chriſt, and you may joyn them al[ 
together, and make them but as one continued Prayer, But 
this would beto offer manifeſt violence to the Prayers, by 
| taking away that which gives them all their force and' 
en:rgy, and ſo making them ineffeftual to the purpoſes 
- for which they are uſed. For certainly the Asking all 
things in the Name of Chriſt, as we do in the Commore' 
Prayer, is the only way whereby to obtain what we delire, 
and by conſequence the moſt Edifying Yay of Praying in' 
the World. Ns 


"The nextthing to be conſidered in the Common Prayer,” 
1s the Method, which is admirable, and as Fdifying, if 
oflible, as the Matter it ſelf This none can deny that 
doth but fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly conſider of it. 
Which therefore that you may all do, I ſhall bricfly run 
- "through the whole, and give you what light I can into' 
it, that you may clearly ſee not only the Reaſonableneſs' 
but the Excellency of it all along. For which purpoſe I 
ſhall inſtance only in ſuch things which offer themſelves at 
firſt ſght, to any one that doth but caſt his Eye up- 
-ON 1t. 
Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober and 
devout Chriſtians, ſuch as we all ſhould be, met toge-= 
ther to perform 'their Publick Devotions to Almighty 
:God 3 every one of which hath lift up his heart privately 
unto him already, imploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the 
Performance of ſogreata Work, and ſo are all nowready 
” to ſet about it, The firſt thing we do, is to read ſome 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin our 
Devotions unto Goud in his own words, And they are all 
ſuch Sertences as put us in mind of our fins againſt him, 
and of his Promiſe to pardon them if we do repent : That 
ſo we may preſent and carry our ſelyes with that Reve- 
rence and Godly Fear before him, as becometh thoſe 
: D 2 : who 
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who are ſ{enfible of their own vilenefſs and unworthineſs 
to approach ſo great a Majeſty ; - And likewiſe with rhat 
Faith and humble Conftdence, which becometh ' thoſe 
who believe that he upoa our Repeatance will pardon our 
fins, and accept both aur Perſons and Performances , 
accor-ling to the Promiſes which he hath 'made nato- 
Then follows a grave Exbortation, concerning the End of 
our preſent Aſſembling. which is of great ufe, and ought ne- 
ver to be omitted. For Men generally are apt to ruſh into 
the Preſence of God, without ever conſidering what they 
$0 about. Whereas this Exhortatioz puts us upon cone 
dering the greatneſs of the Work which we are now en- 
gaged in, andſo upon compoſing our thoughts and pre- 
Paring our ſelves for the due performance of it. 

Our Minds being thus brought into a right frame and 
temper for it, we all, both Miniſter and People, proſtrate 
our (elves before the moſt High God, confeſ/zeng upon our 
Knees the manifold ſins and wickedneſs that we have 
committed againſt him. Which Corfeſſzor is ſo contrived, 
thatall and every Perſon in any Congregation whatſoever 
may joyn in it. For it runs in general terms. And yet 
| ſo too, that every particular Perſorr may and ought in 
his owa. Mind to confeſs and acknowledg his own fins, 
which he knows himſelf to be guilty of, As where we 
ſay, We have left undone thoſe things which we ought to 
have - done , and we have done thoſe things which we 
ought not to have done. At the ſaying of this, every one 
ſhould call his owa fins to remembrance, what Duties he 
knows him(-If to have omitted, and what Vices he knows 
h mſelf to have committed, and confeſs them accordingly 
untoGoad, And when we have thus confefſed our ſins to 
God, we prefently implore his Mercy in the pardon of them, 
and his Grace, that for the future we may forſake 
tzem. 

And whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, humbly con- 
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feſſing and bewailing our fins before the Lord our God, 
the Miniſter ſtands up, and in the Name of God, de- 
clares'and. pronounceth to all thoſe who truly repent, 
and unfergnedly believe his Goſpel, The Abſolution and 
Remiſjion of all their fins. Which though ipoken alſo 
in general terms, yet every particular perſon there pres 
| ſent, ought to apply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully per- 
fwaded in his own mind, that if he doth but fincere!y 
repent and believe the Goſpel, he is perfealy abſolved 
from all his fins by God himfelf, according to the Pro+ 
miſes which he hath mzde to Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our 

Lord, | | 
And nowlooking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our 
fins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by 
conſequence as reconciled to God, we take the boldneſs 
to call him Father, humbly addrefling our ſelves to him 
in that Divine Form of Prayer which he himſelf hath gt- 
ven us, Which done, we lift up our hearts and voices 
unto God, for his Afliſtance of us in what we do. in the 
words of David, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord operz 
thou our Lips, and the People anſwering, And our Mouth 
ſhall ſhew forth thy Praiſe. The Miniſter again, 0 God 
make ſpeed to ſave ws, the People, O Lord make haſte to 
belp '#s.” And then immediately we all lift up our Bodies 
too, ſtand upon our Feet, and ſo put our felves into a 
-poſture' of Praiſing and Magnifying the Eternal Gad, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Goodneſs 
and Mercy towards us, for which purpoſe the Miniſter 
firſt ſaith or ſings the Gloria Patri, Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
People to ſhew their Conſent, anſwer, As it was in the 
Beginning , . is now , and ever ſhall be , world without 
end. Amen, But not thinking this to be enough, the 
Miniſter calls upon the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye 
the Lord, and the People anſwer, The Lords Name be 
Praiſed, and then we go on to praiſe him together, ſay- 
ing 
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ing or ſinging the 95. Pſalme, Yenite exultemus Domin, 


O come let ws ſing unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoyce 
in the ſtrength of our Salvation, &c. and ſo proceed to the 
Pſalms appointed for the day, After every one of which, 
to teſtifiz-our belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and our 
acknowledgment of that infinite Love and Goodneſs, which 
every oneof thoſe Divine Perſons hath manifeſted to us, 
we repeat that -incomparable Hymn, :Glory be to the 
Father, &Cc. 
Oar Hearts being thus Raiſed up to God in Praifiog an 
Admiring of him, we are now in a fit temper and diſpolt- 
tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore 
havea Chapter read out of the 074 Teſtament; and that 
in its ordinary comle, except upon Sundays and Holydays, 
when more People attending the Publick Worſhip of God 
than Can conveniently come upon other days, we read 
ſome Sele&t Chapter proper for the day, and ſuch as is 
Judged moſtedifying to all that are there preſent, And ha- 
ving thus heard God ſpeaking unto us inhis holy Word, we 
preſently fall upon praiſing of him again, for ſo unſpeak- 
able a mercy, ſaying, or ſinging, in the Morning, the 
Te Deum, :one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns 


that was ever Compoſed by Meng, Or -elſe the Song of the 


Three Children, which is nothing but a Paraphraſe.upon 
that which David ſang ſooften upon Earth, and which the 


Ho!'y Ange!s ſing continually in-Heaven, even Hallelujah,. 


Praiſe ye-the Lord, Wherein we being all ſenſible how far 
ſhort we our ſelves come of Praifing God ſufficieatly, we 
call upon all-the Creatures in the World to doit, Bleſs ye 
#be Lord, praiſe him and magnifie him for ever, To the Aﬀer- 


noon we ſing either the Magnificat, or elſe the 98. Pſalm, 


bothwhich being taken out of Gods own-Word, cannot but 

be very pleaſing and acceptable unto hin. | 
After this our Souls being got upon the Wing again, 

and ſoaring alofcia the Cortemplation of the Divine Per- 


Fetions, we are noyTightly qualified to hear and receive 
| : ED the 


each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to have mercy 
| | — : POD 
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the Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And therefore have 
a Chapter read to us out of the New Teſtament. Afﬀeer 
which we being revived with the good Tydings of 
the Goſp4, and filled with admiration at the infinite 
Goodneſs of God therein revealed to us, we break forth 
again in Praifing and Adoring of him, in the Song of 
Zacharias, or elſe the 100 Pſu/m in the Morning, and 
at Evening , either the 67. Pſalm, or elſe. the Song 


of. Old Simeon , ſtill Concluding with the Gloria . 


Patri. 


- Now having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God 
read to us and expreſled our thankfulneſs unto him for it, 
eo fignifie our Allent, not only to what we have heard, 
but to the whole Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice 
Repeat the Apoſiles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance 
of it is contained. And ſo profeſs cur ſelves to con= 
tinue in the Number of Chriſts Diſciples, and that as 
we were at firſt Baptized, ſo we ſtill believe in the 
Name of the Father, Son,. and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed 
for evermore, 

Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up. with Confeſling 
our fins to God, imploring his Mercy in the Pardon of 
them, hearing his moſt Holy Word, acknowledging his 
Goodneſs to us, and praiſing and magnifying his Name for 
it. By which means, except we have been extreamly 
wanting to our ſelves, our Hearts cannot but be fo u- 
nited and fixed upon God, that we are now rightly dif- 
poſed to make known our Wants and preſent our Peti- 
tions before him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet 
upon. But ſeeing that neither Miniſter nor People can 


_ poſſibly do it aright without the Aſfiſtance of God: himſelf, 


therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial Preſence 
with: the other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, 


"the other, Ard with thy Spirit. And then immediately 


falling down upon our Knees, we adore and. ſapplicate 
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upon us, Lord have mercy upon ws, Chriſt have mercy np 0u ut, 
Lord hawe mercy npon ms. After which we Addreſs our ſelves, 
to God in the words that he hath put into our Mouths, ſay- 
' Ing the Lords Prayer, which ended, the Miniſter 4d People 
by tarns lift up their Hearts to God in ſome ſhort and hea» 
venly Ejaculations, ſtriving as it were to outvy eack other 
in prevailing with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings 
uponus. And then in an humble and ſolemn 'manner we 
Joyn together in fupplicating his Divige- Majeſty. for his 
Grace and Favour, his Defence and Protetion, his Mercy 
and Bleſſing for our ſelves, for the King, for the Royal Fa- 
mily, far his Church, and for all Mankind. And this we 
do ordinarily in the Colleds appointed for that purs 
poſe. Bnt upon Wedneſdays and Fridays, (upon which 
Hays the Primitive Church uſed to-perform more than their 
ordinary Devotions) as alſo upon the Lords day in the 
Morning, we do it in the Zzitary, and in ſuch a Litany as 
comprehends all and every thing that we. can ever 
meed to defire of Almighty God, .cither for our ſelves or 
Others, | 

After this upon Sundays and Holydays we proceed t 
the Communion Service: And therefore approaching to 
the Lords Table, we beyin it with his own Prayer. 
And after another ſhort Prayer to God: to cleanſe the 
thoughts of our Heart by theTaſpiration of his Holy Spirit, 
we read the Ten Commandments which he hath enjoyned 
us to obſervez and after every Commandment we ask 
God Mercy for our Tranfgreſfions thereof for the time 
raſt, and grace to keep the ſame for the time to comez 
Laying, Lord bave mercy upon M1, and incline our Hearts to 
keep this Law, And then after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Colle& for the day , we read the Epiſtle and 
Goſpel, that is, moſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph takea 
cut of the Canonical Epiſtles, and another ' out. of one of 
the Holy Goſpels, which was the Ancient Way of Read- 
fog the Scripture, before it was divided into Cogn. 
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And we do it now to prepare us the better for the Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein revea[- 
ed to us. But ſeeing we neither do nor can read over 
the whole, we repeat the ſubſtance of it in the Nzcene 
Creed, which it is very neceifary we ſhould do at this 
time , that fo we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chri- 
ſtians, and fo capable of receiving the-moſt holy Com- 
munion. 

He 'that all this while hath employed himſelf as he 
ought to do.in the ſervice of our Church , cannot but 
find himſelf ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, that 
nothing may be wanting that may any way conduce to 
our Edification, after the N:zceue Creed, our Church 
hath appointed a Sermonto be preached, which if ſound, 
Plain , and practical, as it ought to be , cannot but be 
very edifying too, | | 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edified , 
as to beraiſed up to the higheſt pitch of Devotion that 
we can arrive at in this world ,- and foare fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church , 'the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper. And therefore we now be- 
take our ſelves ro 1t. But that we may not appear be- 
fore our Lord empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us , to be diſpoſed of to 

pious and charitable uſes ; reſtifying thereby our acknow- 
ledgment of his goodneſs to us, and that we have no- 
thing but what we receive from him. And to excite and 
encourage us to do this, all the while that we are offer- 
ing , we have ſome ſele& ſentences of Scripture read to 
us, wherein God either commands us to be charitable, 
or elſe promiſerh a bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And then 
we-pray for Chriſts whole Churcy Mzlitant here on eaxth, 
whereby we'profeſs our {elves to be real Members of it , 
and defirous to hold Communion with it in Chriſts My- 
ſtical Body and Blood. And ſo we proceed to the Celebra- 
tion of it :. in which the Method is ſo clear, fo Rh rs" 
E edi- 


—_ 
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edifying , that I need not ſay any thing of it, - But ſhall 
only obſerve two things in general concerning. it. 

Firit, That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, being 
the higheſt Myſtery inall our Religion, as repreſenting . 
the death of the Son of God to us, hence that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, was always made and-re-. 
puted the higheſt place in.the Church. And therefore 
alſo it was wont to be ſeparated from the reſt of the 
Church by a Skreen or Partition .of Network in Latine - 
Cancellz, and that fo generally, that from thence the 
place its ſelf is called the Chance/l. That this was anci-. 
ently obſerved in the building of all conſiderable Churches . 
( for I ſpeak not of private Oratories-or Chappels) with-. 
in few Centuries after the Apoſtles themſelves, eyen in 
the days of Conſtantine the Great , as well as in all Ages 
fince, Icould eaſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
times. But having purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, 
I am loath to trouble you with it now. But I mention 
it at preſent, only becauſe ſome pores may wonder - 
why this ſhould be obſerved in our Church , rather than 
in all the other Churches which have been lately built in - 
this City. Whereas they ſhould rather wonder why it 
was not obſerved in all other as well as this. For beſides 
our Obligations. to-.conform, as much as may be to the 
practice of the Univerſal Church , and: to avoid novelty. 
and ſingularity in all things relating to the Worſhip of 
God ; it cannot be eaſily naaind that the Catholick. 
Church in all Ages and places for 3 or 1400 years toge- 
ther, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom as.this ,, except there-. 
were great reaſons for it. | : 

What they were , it is not neceſſary for us. to enquire 
now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent that the 
Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches , was. always looked. 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of. Holies in the Temple, 
which , you know, was ſeparated from the SanQuary or 
Body of the Temple , þy the Command of. God __ 
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And that this place being apppropriated to the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as may 
bemoſt convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that 
Bleſſed Ordinance. But it muſt needs be.more conveni- 
.ent for thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, 
and in him with one another, in this holy Sacrament , 
to meet together, as one body, in one place ſeparated 
for that purpole, then to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they 
would be'; ſome in oneand ſome in another part of the 
Church. Or in ſhort, it is much better for the place to 
be feparate , than the people... 

Furthermore , It is not only convenzent , but in ſome 
ſenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve and 
take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances *'which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrameat , as 
the Breaking of the Bread-, and the..Conſecrating both 
"that and theWine;to repreſent hisDeath,the breaking of his 
Body, and the ſhedding of his Blood for our fins; xhat fo 
our. hearts may bethe more affected: with it , and. by 
conſequence our Souls mare edified by it. © But this ean- 
not be ſo well done, except there bea place ſet apart for 
it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion Table , and ſo behold what is there done at 
the Conſecration of the Elements. Hence alſo jt is,' that 
the Seats:there are.and, ought-to be fo ordered , that all 
that are in them may {till look that way, and contemplate 
upon their Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as 
Crucified for them. eh -30h-rom. 13 Pope 
. Theother:thing that I woyuldobferve unto-you concern- 
ing the Holy: Communioa ,..is-this ,, that owr Church-re- 
quireth , or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to-be Adminiſtered eve= 
ry Lords-day , and every Holy day throughout the year, 
as it was in the, Primitive Church.  For-that-is the reg ſon 
that the Communion Services appointed to-be uſed upen 
all ſuck days, ,.andto be read at the Communion: Table , 
that fo the Minilter may be ha ready to Adminiſter it 
£52 2 unto 
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unto all that deſire to- partake of it. Which ſhews the. 
great-care that our Church hath of all her Members, that 
they might be-edifted and confirmed in-the Faith. To 
which nothing contributes more than frequent Communi- 
on at our Lords Table. Which if people could once be 
perſwaded to , they would ſoon find greater benefit by 
it , then-I can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, 
imagine. I ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent , but only 

this, That I am ſo ſenſible of what Inow ſay , that could 
F beure to-have a ſufficient number of Communicants , 
I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter this Holy Sacra- 
ment every Lords day , both for-their ſakes, and my 

own too. ; ; 


Thus T have-given you a ſhort Scheme of that excetlent- 
Method wherein-our Divine Service is performed : Which 
whoſoever rightly conſtders , will-needno other Argu- 
ment to convince him-, that it is according to the Apo- 
ſtlesRule, very Edifying indeed. The laſttthing to be- 
conſidered int, is the Manner of its Performance ; by 
which I mean only the ſeveral poſtures of the Body, as: 
landing, andtneeling , which are uſed in it ; for they: 
alſo are done to edifying. 0-7 TOS 

' While we fay or ſing the Hymns and'Pfalms 'to the: 
Praiſe and Glory of God , we ſtand up, not only'to ſigni- 
fte-, but to excite the Elevation of our minds at that time. 
For-as on the one hand , if our Souls be really lift up in 
the praiſes of God, our Bodies will- naturally lift up 
themſelves , to accompany them, as far as they can to- 
wards Heaven ; ſo on theother hand}, the raiſing up of 
our bodies helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, 
by putting us in-mind of that high and heavenly work 
we are now about, wherein according to our weak Capa- 
cities, we joyn-with the Quire of Heaven in praiſing 
God now, as we hope to do it. for evermore. For this 

cauſe alſo we ſtand at the Creeds, for they being Confefii- 
K | ons 
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ens of our Faith:in God, as: ſuch, they come under the 
proper Notion of Hymns or Songs of praiſe to. him: ' All 
our praiſing God being really nothing elſe but our Con- 
feſling and acknowledging him to be what he is in himſelf 
and to us. And beſides that , by our and: g both at the 
Lreeds and Goſpels, we ſtgnifie our ajlent unto them, and 
our readineſs todefend them, to the utmoſt of our power 
againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. Andas for the Goſpels 
particularly , they contain rhe very Ads which our Lord 
did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was up- 
on Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him-to be our 
Lord and Maſter , cannot ſurely but ſtand up, when we 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious 
words which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelves as 
highas we can towards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto 
him , we fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, 

not daring to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways then «por 
onr knees. Which 1s ſo proper, fo natural a poſture of Sup» 
plicants, that if all men would but duly conſider what they 
do when they pray to-Almighty God; the Church need” 
never-have commanded them to 4xee/ at rhat time. For 
'they could” not chuſe but do- it: No, not although the 
may where they are ſhould ſeem never fo inconvenient 

r it. For we find our Blefſed Saviour himfelf &neeling- 
at his Prayer inthe Garden, upon the bare ground, Luke 
22. 41. and St- Paul upon-the Sea-ſhore, where he could 
have no other Cuſhion but Stones or Sand, As 21. 5; 
How lſoever, To take off all thoſe little excuſes that men are 
apt to make for themſelves in this caſe, the Seats in this 
Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all things ſoprepared in them; 
that there can be no inconvenience at all in it, but rather 
all the conveniences for &nee/;ng-that can be deſired. And 
therefore-if any of you ſhall yet negle& to 4xees, while 
the Prayers are read, they will give us too much cauſe 
te- 
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to call their Religion into queſtion, or to ſuſpeRt they 
have none at all. For if they had, they durſt not, rhey 
could not offer ſuch a manifeſt affront to the great .Crea- 
tor of the World, . as to carry themſelves no otherwife 
while they pray to him, than as if they were converſing 
with their Fellow Creatures. But why dol ſpeak of their 
praying unto God ? It is too much to be feared they do 
not pray at all, norcome to Church for any better pur- 
-poſe then only to ſee and be ſeen. I am ſure they per- 
form no At of External Worthip or Adoration unto God., 
nor ſhew hm that reſpect and reverence which is due un- 
to him ; and ſo give very great offence to all pious and 
devour Chriſtians. | 
Whereas if all and every perſon in the Congregation, 
would always be upon their 4nees , while they put up 
their petitions to the moſt high God , -what a mighty ad- 
vantage would this be, not onely to every one in: parti- 
cular, but to the whole Congregation in. general ? For as 
every one would by this means keep- his heart more-ſted- 
Faſt in the true fear and dread of God , 'and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things he prays for, as the Fa- 
thers frequently aſſert : ſo the whole Congregation alſo, 
would be very much edfed by it. For by this means we 
ſhould excite and inflame each others Devotions, confirm 
and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and conyince both our 
ſelves and all that ſee us., that Religion is. indeed a ſert- 
-ous thing ; and that we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving 
God with ſo much reverence and godly fear, as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And-therefore as you tender:the 
love of God, the credit of Religion, or the falvation- of 
your own fouls, Lbeſeech you all in the name of him that 
made you , that whenſoever you come hither to pray un- 
to him, you do it inthat awful, lowly. and-folemn man- 
ner., which our Church commandeth , and-as becometh 
creatures, when you ſpeak to your great:and-almighty 
Creator ; that ſo you may give true worſhip and honour 
R unto 3 
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unto him, and alſo receive that benefit and edification of 
your ſelves, which he hath promiſed and you expect trom 
your Publick Prayers... This being certainly the molt edi- 
tying poſture that you can poſſibly uſe- upon ſuch occa« 
ſions. 


From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the 
Language, the Matter, the Method , and the Manner of 
Performing Divine Service , as contained and preſcribed 
in the Book of Common Prayer , we may poſitively con- 
clude that 1t agrees exactly with the Rule in my Text , 
eventhet, Al/ things in it are done to edifying + Which | 
was the thing I undertook to prove. I know that many 
other Arguments might be brought to ſhew the Excellen-- 
cy and Uſefulneſs of the Common Prayer, But theſe al- 
ready produced are ſufficient to convince any ſober and 
conſidering Chriſtian of it." And if there be any here pre- 
ſent who are not yet convinced by what they have heard 
of it, I deſire onely one thing of them, and that is, That 
they would but make tryal of it for a while. 'For my 
Charity prompts me to believe that all the Zeal that ſome 
expreſs againſt the Common Prayer , and all that indiffe- 
rency that is in others. for it , proceeds only from their - 
zgnoratice of. what it is , orat leaſt from their want of an_ 
experitmental knoywledg of it. For let any Man that ſeri- . 
ouſly minds the Worſhip of God and the Salvation of his 
Soul before all things elſe, let ſuch a one, I ſay, ſet him-- 
ſelf in good earneſt to uſe the Common Prayer as he ought - 
to doe for ſome conſiderable time, and 1 do-not doubr bur . 
that by the bleſſing of God, he will find that benefitand edt- 
fieation by it, that his own experience ſhall convince him 
of all that I have now ſaid, more than all the Arguments 
that I have , or any man in the World . can ever produce 
to him. Some perhaps may. think this to be a Paradox: 
But I do not queſtion but that many here preſent can at- 


teſt it upon tacir own knowledge : Having found them- 
| ſelves 
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ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in thetr 
Religioa , more humbled for their fins, mere ſupported 
under their troubles, moreenflamed with Love to. God 
and deſires of 'Heaven, every way more Eaifyed by the 
conſtant uſe of the Common Prayer , than they could e- 
ver have believed it poſſible to have been, except they 
had found it to have. been to by their own experience. * 


Now theſe things being thus-briefly conſidered, I ſhaff 
ebierve only two things from them. The firſt is the ex- 
traordinary prudence as well as piety of our firſt Refor- 
mers, who firſt. compiled the Book of Common Prayer, 
ſo exatiy Conformable to the Word of God and that 
Apoltolical Canon in my Text; which I-cannot . but a- 
ſcribe to the ſame extraordinary aid and affiſtance from 
God , whereby they were afterwards enabled to ſuffer per- 
ſecution , yea Martyrdome it ſelf for his fake, and ſo to 
eonfirm what they have done with their own Blood. 
Which certainly is no ſmall commendation of it. 

The other thing would obſerve unto you , is the rea- 
fon, why the Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the 
Common Prayer , ever ſince it was firſt made. For the 
more ed:jying it is to Gods People, the more deſtrucive 
it muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdem. And therefore 
it is nowonder that he hath all along-employed the utmoſt 
ef his power and policy to blaſt its'Reputation , and ſo 
to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the uſe of it. And 
by the permiſſion of God for the puniſhment of this .ua- 
erateful Nation , he hath ſo far prevailed in his deſign., 
that the Liturgy hath been twice caſt out of the Church, 
ſince it was firſt brought into it , once in the Reign of 
Queen Mary., and then again in the days of King Charles 
the Firſt. | 

In the Reign of Queen Mz-y, you all know, who were 
his Inſtrumeats in the. doing of it , even.the Papiſts. For 
they clcerly and truly fore-ſaw , that their Erroneous O- 
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-Pinions could never be believed, nor their ſuperſtitious 
Practices obſerved in the Nation , fo long as the Common: 
Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch as there is nothing in that 
but what is ſound and agreeable to the -Dodtrine of the 
Goſpel, and ſocontrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the-Church of Rome would obtrude upon the World for 
Articles of Faith. And beſides that, there are many 
expreſſions purpoſely inſerted init, to arm us againſt the 
Popes Supremacy, Indulgences , Invocation of Saints , 
Tranſubſtantiation , and other Popiſh Errors, So that it 
would have been impoſlible for the Romiſh Religion to Le 
ever reſtored in the Nation, unleſs the Common Prayer 
was firſt. removed. Which therefore "they took care to 
have done as foog as:-poſlible. But within a few years at- 
ter, even the-firſt of Queen E/:zabeth, it was brought in 
again. Andas the Reformation was begun before, ſo trom 
that time forward it-was carried 0n- and: perfeed,chiefly 
by means of the Common Prayer. For .1t is very obſer- 
vable that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth,and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen Elizabeth, there-was little 
or no preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and few 
then could read Engliſh , and yet by the conftant and ge- 
neral uſe of the Liturgy , and Gods Bleſſing upon. it , the 
whole Nation was ſo-edified -in the True Religion , that 
there was ſcarce one in an hundred but forſook and ab- 
horred all Popiſh Doctrines and Superſtitions: Which is 
an undeniable Argument , that in this reſpect alſo it is as 
edifying , as it is poſſible for a thing of that nature to be. 
In ſo. much that fo long as the Common Prayer is uſed and 
frequented as it ought to be, it is morally impoſſible for 
Popery to get any ground amongſt us. But it this Bul- 
wark was once removed (which God forbid ) our grand 
Adverſary would ſoon accompliſh his malicious | deſigns 
upon us, one way, or other. OD 
This he-knows well enough ; and therefore: hath left 
no. ſtone unturned to effect it. But ' what he had 'done 
F | . before 
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before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought about again 
by other means in the Reign of King Char/es the Firſt. 
For by what kind of Spirit the Common Prayer was then 
caſt out, you all know, and ſome of you. found by wo- 
ful experience. All that I fhall ſay of it, is only this, 
That the ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up people fo: vio- 
lently againſt the Common Prayer, ſtirr'd them: up at the 
ſame time to- Rebel againſt their King., to take away 
Mens Eſtates and Lives, contrary to all Law and Juſtice ; 
and at laſt to Murther one of the moſt pious Princes that 
ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit of. Chriſt or 
Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. Be ſure the con- 
ſequents of its being laid aſide at that time were very fad. 
For people being deprived of that whereby they ſhould 
| have been edifed, were immediately toffed to and fro 
with every wind of Doctrine , until at length many of 
them fell into the moſt pernicious and damnable Hereſies 
that were everheard of in the Church.. Yea together with 
the Liturgy , they laid aſide all diſtin@ion:-betwixt ſacred 
and common things ; by which means the whole Nation 
was in danger of being over-ſpread with Profanenels and 
Irreligton. 

But bleſſed be the Name of the moſt high God for it, 
he was once more pleaſed to appear for us ; and in a mi- 
raculous manner to reſtore our Common Prayer to his 
Church , together with our Gracious Soveraign to his 
Kingdoms. But what ſhall we render to the Lord for fo 
oreat 2 Bleſſing as this is?. All that he —_— or wecan 
give him for it, is only to make the beſt ufe of it that 
we can. This therefore is that which I now pray and 
beſeech you all for the future to do. Do not think it 
enough to be for the Common Prayer , and to come now 
and then to hear it. This you may do , as many do, 
and yet receive no more benefit by it , than as if there 
was none at all to be received. Which therefore can by 
no meats be imputed to the Common Prayer its felf , but 
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to the negligence of thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt you 
think it enough to talk high for it , or to rail at thoſe 
who are not fo happy as to be rightly informed about 
it- But rather take all opportunities to 4nform them , 
and by all means poſſible to convince them of rhe Excel- 
lency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can never do fo 
effectually , as by your out-ſtripping and exceeding them 
in Vertue and Good Works. For this ts and ever will be 
a plain Demonſtration ., that the Common Prayer is in- 
deed far more ed:fy;ng , than thoſe new Modes of Reli- 
gion, which they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That 
therefore you may do this , and ſo both experience in 
your ſelves, and demonſtrate unto others, the truth and 
certainty of what you have now heard ., concerning the 
Common Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve theſe few Rules 
in the uſing of it. 


Firſt , Come not to our Publick Prayers only out of 
-Cuſtom or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of fome is, 
-but out-of a fincere obedience to Gods Commands, and 
with a ſure truſt and confidence im his Promiſes for his 
Bleſſing upon what you do« Forwhich end it will be ve- 
r pos. as you goto Church , to bethink your ſelves whi- 
ther you are going, and what you are to do there , that 
ſo laying aſide all other buſineſs, you m#y put your 
ſelves into a right temper for fo great a Work, 


Secondly, Frequent our Pub/ick Prayers as often as con= 
veniently you can. The oftner you are at them , the 
better you will like them , and the more edified you 
will be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfie your ſelves 
with hearing them once a Week, In this City, as alſo in 
many other places of the Kingdont , eſpecially where 
there are Cathedrals , or Collegiate Churches , you may 
enjoy the benefit of them publickly every day , and ſo 


keep your hearts continually in an holy and heavenly 
| F 2 frame , 
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rame , and always live as becommeth Chrittians : Andif 
you negleR ſuch opportunities as are now put into your 


hands , you will one-day wiſh you. had not ; but then 
wiſhing will do-ne good; | 


Thirdly, . If poſſible ,, come always at the beginning of 
Divine Service, Otherwiſe you wil certainly miſs of 
ſomething that would have been edifying to you , and 
perhaps of that , which -at that time might have done 
you more good than all thereſt, Neither will you lofe- 
the benefit only of part of it-, but in ſome meaſure of 
the whole too. All the parts of it being linked together 
in ſo excellent a manner and method , that they influence: 
and aſliſt each other. So that nothing can be omitted. 
either by Miniſter.or People , but the whole will ſuffer by 
it , and loſe ſomething of that Vertue and Efficacy, which, 
otherwiſe you would find in it.. 


Fourthly, All the while that you are in Gods Houſe, 
carry your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, and ſuitably. 
to the work you are about; ſtanding while you praiſe 
God , and kneeling while you pray unto him , as our 
Church hath dire&ed you. For though theſe may ſeem: 
but little things in themſelves ,. yet- they are of great: 
conſequence-, both: to our Worſhipping of God aright ,. 
_ andalſo to our being edifiedby what. we. do, as [ have: 
ſhewed befo:e. 


Laſtly, Take ſpectal care all along to-keep your minds: 
intent upon the matter in hand. When you confeſs your 
fins toGod, do it with an hearty and fincere Repentance: 
for all the Errors of your life paſt. When the Abſoluti-. 
on is pronounced , receive it with- a. firm and ſtedfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt your Saviour. When-you repeat -or ſing 
the Hymns and Pſalms , raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can to joyn with thoſe above in praiſing and mag- 
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nifying the Eternal GoJ, When the Word of God is 
read, hearken diligently unto it , and. conſider ſeriouſly 
what he that made you ſaith to you , andrequireth of 
you , and reſolve by his Bleſſing to believe and live ac- 
cordingly. And all the while that you are upon your 
knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high God, 
let your whole Souls be employed in it, earneltly deſiring 
the good things you pray for at his Gracious hands, and' 
humbly confiding on his faithful Promiles for the grant- 
ing of them. By this means you will perform reaſonable 
ſervice unto God, and by conſequence that which will 
be very acceptable unto-him , and as profitable and edi- 
tying to your ſelves. Whereas they that do not obſerve 
this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to: pray, or ſerve God 
atall; And therefore it is no wonder that they come to 
Church , and hear the Common Prayer read, and yet are 
no way edified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible that they 
ſhould. For as much as all the benefit and edification 
that wecan poſſibly receive from any oi our Devotions , 
depends very much upon the due intention of our minds 
in the performance of them. To which, as I have 
ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer in general, and*ours in 
particular, is a very great help. 


Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceifary Rules in ufing. 
of the Common Prayer (without which you cannot be 
truly ſaid to uſe , but rather to abuſe it) and you will 
ſoon find what 1 have ſaid about it to. be true , even that 
AII things init are done to Faifying, And theretore 1 
would to God that not only you that hear me at this- 
time, butall the people of the Nation could be once per-- 
ſwaded to do ſo. What an holy Nation , what a peculi- 
ar People ſhould we then become? How. Pions towards: 
God ? How Loyal to our Soveraign ? How Juſt and Cha- 
ritable to one another? For by our conſtant Worſhip- 
ping Almighty God.in ſo folemn and devour a APANIY 

his. 
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this is, our hearts would be over-awed with ſo great a 
ſear of his Divine Majeſty, that we ſhould never dare - 
willingly to offend him. Our minds would be filled and 
impregnated with ſuch a ſenſe of his power and ſoveraign- 
ty, that we ſhould honour and revere it -in thoſe alſs 
whom he hath ſet over us. Our whole Souls would be 
raiſed up ſo much above the World , that we ſhould not 
do an ill at to gain it wholly to our ſelves. In ſhort, 
we ſhould be every day edificd more and mere in Faith 

in Love, in Humility , in Self-denial , in Temperance , 
in Patience, in all true Grace and Vertue: And ſo we 
ſhould go from ſtrength to ſtrength , from one degree 
of grace unto another, until at length we arrive at Glory 
and PerfeQtion in the higheſt Heavens , where we ſhall 
ſpend Eternity its ſelf in Praifing and Adoring the moſt 
high God ; as for all the other Mercies which he hath 
youchſafed to us , ſoin a particular manner for our be- 
ing Members of ſuch an Apoſtolical Church , wherein a 


things are done to edifying. 


 _ Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant we may all do 
n and through our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory , World without end. Amen. 
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